
Atwood City Council 

September 15, 2022 

Regular Meeting 

City Hall, 7:00PM 

 

Atwood City Council met in regular session September 15, 2022, in Council Chambers.  The meeting was 

called to order by the Honorable Mayor Janet Stice.  Present were Mayor Janet Stice, Councilmembers 

Dietrich Kastens, Dakota Dunker, Sandy Mulligan, Mark Mosley, City Clerk Dana Philpott, City Attorney 

Charles Peckham, City Superintendent Rick Kramer, Rosalie Ross of the Rawlins County Square Deal, 

Patricia Runkle Compliance Officer, Lori Banks Options Representative, Kaci Davignon with Nex-Tech & 

John Mapes with Mapes & Miller.  Absent:  Councilman Mark Vrbas & Chief of Police Brian Withington 

The Revenue Neutral Rate hearing was held.  John Mapes with Mapes & Miller was present to answer 

any questions. The Revenue Neutral Rate was set at 47.544 mils and Mapes recommended to the 

council to exceed the Revenue Neutral Rate and set the mil levy at 51.621 the same rate as last year.  

The hearing was opened at 7:00PM.  There were no comments made.  The hearing closed at 7:02PM. 

Next, the 2023 Budget Public Hearing was opened at 7:02PM.  John reported that the city will have the 

same rate as last year.   There were no comments made.  Mapes recommended to close the hearing.  

The hearing was closed at 7:04PM. 

Resolution 22-06 to exceed the Revenue Neutral Rate was read to the council by the mayor.  

Councilman Kastens made a motion to adopt Resolution 22-06 and to authorize the mayor to sign the 

resolution, seconded by Councilman Mosley, approved by all.  

Next, Councilman Mosley made a motion to adopt the 2023 Budget as published, seconded by 

Councilwoman Mulligan, approved by all.   

The agenda was approved as circulated on motion of Councilwoman Mulligan, seconded by Councilman 

Mosley, approved by all. 

The minutes of the regular meeting on August 18, 2022, were approved as circulated on motion of 

Councilman Mosley, seconded by Councilwoman Mulligan, approved by all. 

The bills were approved as read on motion of Councilman Kastens, seconded by Councilman Dunker, 

approved by all. 

Public Comments: None 

 Appearances:  

Patricia Runkle/Compliance Officer reviewed her monthly report with the council.  Pep Lawn was hired 

to mow a property that remained out of compliance on 4th Street.  She made a few phone calls to 

residents regarding weeds, put door hanger notices at properties, sent out three letters to residents, 

and has a court case coming up this month.  

 



Kaci Davignon/Nex-Tech Community Engagement /Legal Affairs Specialist reported to council that 

Nex-Tech submitted their broadband grant but received a challenge from Vyve so they are now working 

on another form.  She brought to the council a new franchise fee agreement, requesting to eliminate the 

franchise fees with the city. Nex-Tech currently has 20 residential and 57 businesses with landlines in the 

City of Atwood.  Councilman Kastens questioned Ms. Davignon about what the drive was to eliminate 

the franchise fees, as this is a pass-through tax to the customer.  She explained over-time franchise fees 

will change with technology and customer’s do complain about the added fees.  If council did not want 

to eliminate the fees, she asked if they would be willing to update the current contract to renew the 

agreement yearly.  Following council discussion, it was agreed to continue with the current 10-year 

contract that is good through September 15, 2026 and asked that she return at that time to present a 

new contract.  Ms. Davignon also informed the council that Nex-Tech has a revolving business loan 

available.  If we are aware of any new businesses that are starting up to send them her way.   

 Lori Banks with Options – addressed the council to ask permission to have the mayor sign the Domestic 

Violence Awareness Month Proclamation.  Ms. Banks read the proclamation to the council.  

Councilwoman Mulligan made a motion to authorize the mayor to sign the proclamation, seconded by 

Councilman Mosley, approved by all.  

Water Project/ARPA Funds- David Blau with Miller & Associates gave an update to council on the 

project cost for the water main project.  With material and labor prices continuing to increase, the 

project cost that was presented in January is no longer valid.  Getting materials for their current projects 

has been a challenge and has caused project delays.   Councilman Kastens said they would continue to 

look for grants to leverage the ARPA funds as they have until the end of 2024 to expend the ARPA 

money.   The council thanked David for coming and keeping them updated on the water main project.   

New Business: 

Resolution 22-06 was approved following the budget hearing. 

Department Reports: 

City Clerk Dana Philpott reported that she attended a KPERS workshop in Colby at the new community 

event center on Tuesday.  The quarterly 941 tax report and the unemployment report were filed today.  

A notice was received from CK Technologies that they are going to have to increase their prices by 10% 

for all their services except for their long-term contracts.  We are currently on a month-to-month 

contract. Council asked to have City Clerk Dana Philpott check into a long-term contract with CK 

Technologies and report back to council.  Next, the clerk reported to council that she would like to 

purchase a cash receipt printer from GWorks.  This printer will eliminate having to write out manual 

receipts to customer.  The cost of the printer is $999.00 that includes shipping and remote assistance to 

set it up.  Council gave approval to purchase the printer.  It will be paid for out of the water fund.   

City Attorney Charles Peckham – shared his activities for the month.  He has a trial with disorderly 

conduct cases coming up this month at city court, has a juvenile case that requested an appeal but has 

not been filed with the court yet, negotiated with defendants, prepared a number of journal entries, 

appeared in city court, worked on zoning issues with Rick, worked with appraisers regarding zoning map.   

Jayhawk -the many good quality movies currently are going directly to streaming so it has been a 

challenge to book movies at this time.  They are looking at renovations that need to be done at the 



theatre to use up the remaining closed venue grant money.  Ceiling tile will be ordered, Rick called Roof 

Masters to inspect the roof and repairs to the west wall need to be done.  Councilwoman Mulligan 

thanked City Clerk Dana Philpott for attending the theatre board meeting to explain the budget and 

closed venue grant and for coming up with ideas on how to use the funds.   

Police Chief Brian Withington was absent but provided his report to the council. 

City Superintendent Rick Kramer presented his report showing the areas where the city crew has spent 

their time since the last meeting. They have been doing street repairs, mowing & sweeping.  They have 

been getting ready for the company to come and seal the streets.  They will get the asphalt from the 

state shop.  The month of August showed the amount of water used was 12, 832,000 gallons and 

amount sold was 11,841,000 gallons.  Superintendent Kramer reported that he and Ricky Kramer 

attended the KDHE meeting in Hays last week regarding the lead & copper inventory.  They are required 

to check all households in the city limits for the type of service line and indoor plumbing to see if there is 

any lead piping.  This report needs to be submitted to KDHE by the end of 2024.  He has started with 

filling in some of the requested documentation.  A letter and survey will need to be sent to the residents 

asking them to provide the information.  If this information isn’t provided, they will have to contact the 

residents to get the information or physically go to the house to check it.  If a resident refuses to 

cooperate this is documented and sent to the state with the reports.  If a resident is found to have lead 

pipes they will be required to replace the pipes.  There is funding available to assist wit this.  He will get 

with City Clerk Dana Philpott and figure out the best way to send the information to the residents.  

Kramer asked Rosalie Ross of the Rawlins County Square Deal for help to get the information to the 

residents.   

Council Reports 

Councilman Dunker –   Housing authority- Cassidy Fanders Housing Authority Director had reported to 
Councilman Dunker that the city crew had finished painting the parking lines. 

Councilman Kastens -No report 

Councilman Mosley – Library – they are still closed and are waiting for the carpet to show-up.  Airport- 
the new tower has been put up – the tower is shorter but meets all requirements.   

Councilwoman Mulligan –No report 

Councilman Vrbas was absent 

 

Mayors Notes:    Mayor Stice reported she has been in contact with KDOT regarding the Highway 36 

project.  We received notification from Miller & Associates that the cost of project was going to exceed 

the $1,000,000 grant.  Mayor Stice reported a contract was signed to not exceed the $1,000, 000 grant.  

It is a possibility KDOT will make-up the difference of the amount if they go over budget. 

With no further business to come before Council, Councilman Kastens moved to adjourn, seconded by 

Councilman Mosley.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:04 PM. 

 

Dana Philpott, City Clerk      Janet Stice, Mayor 


